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deeply Ludwig had suffered through the woman for whom he had
lost his crown. The storms of the revolution were past. The pendu-
lum, which had swung too much to the left, had now gone back
to the right. All the magnificence which Ludwig had given to the
town was remembered and now the inhabitants were face to face
with a monument which fed the vanity of the people and of all
those who had relatives in the Hall of Fame.

The terrible disappointment in connection with the Montez had
left a gaping void in Ludwig's heart, and the flattering and
affectionate letters of his old friend in Italy (which now numbered
nearly thirteen hundred) made a particularly great impression.
It cheered him when Mariannina wrote: 'You are to me the dearest
of all and I look forward so much to seeing you at last after seven
long years/1 Mariannina, however, had heard rumours of the
Montez Memoirs and feared the King might2 have mentioned her
at some time to the dancer, or even shown her letters, and she
begged him urgently to reassure her on this point.

At the beginning of April, 1851, Ludwig left for Rome, travelling
by way of Florence, and passed through Ascagnano where he
visited the Waddingtons. The King assured Mariannina that there
was nothing whatever about her in the Montez Memoirs. In his
various affairs of the heart he had always adhered to the rule of
never confiding to one lady anything confidential about another.
He did not disguise his disillusionment and the Italian was glad
to find Ludwig so affectionate to her again, sunning herself in the
reflection that she had reawakened his old love, and that she was
victorious over all other women. She felt 'indescribably in-
toxicated with happiness '.3

Ludwig only remained a short time, however. He never felt
quite at home with the Marchesa's English husband and perhaps
his delight at seeing his old friend was not quite as great as she
believed. Time had not left her untouched. Mariannina was now
forty-eight years of age, which means more in the case of an
Italian than a German. But the King was loyal and affectionate
in his own way, and the visit had therefore done him good. He
went on to Rome. Ludwig, who had not been to Italy since 1844,
was delighted to see his beloved Giardino di Malta again.
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